
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Cayce 
Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 
6:00 p.m. – Cayce City Hall – 1800 12th Street 

www.caycesc.gov  
 

To Access Council Meeting Livestream, click 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcayce1137/streams 

 
 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
I. Call to Order 

 
A. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 
B. Approval of Minutes 

January 6, 2026, Regular Council Meeting 
January 21, 2026, Regular Council Meeting  

 
II. Public Comment Regarding Items on the Agenda 
    

III. Presentation 
 
  A.        Presentation by David Sykes, with Stantec Consulting Services Inc., on the City’s  
   Brownfields Grant Program 
  
IV. Resolutions   
 

A.        Consideration and Approval of a Celebratory Resolution  
   

V. Items for Discussion and Possible Approval  
 

A. Discussion and Approval to Amend the February 18, 2026, Council Meeting Date 
 

   B.  Discussion and Consideration of the Accommodations Tax Committee’s  
   Recommendation and Appropriation of Accommodations Tax Funds for FY25/26 
   

 VI. Committee Matters 
 

A.      Approval to Enter the Following Committee Approved Minutes into the City’s 
                       Record 
            Events Committee – September 11, 2025 
            Cayce Housing Authority - November 18, 2025  

 Cayce Historical Museum Commission – December 3, 2025 
 

 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Council Members City Manager  Assistant City  Manager 
 

 

 Betsy 
Catchings 

    
 

http://www.caycesc.gov/
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    VII. City Manager’s Report 
 
  VIII. Council Comments 
 
  IX. Executive Session 
 

A.    Discussion of the employment of a public employee 
 

B.    Discussion of a proposed economic development project, including related  
         incentives and contractual matters 
 
C.     Discussion of matters relating to the proposed agenda, format and internal     
         planning for the March 18, 2026, Council Work Session Retreat  
  
NOTE: Items discussed in Executive Session may result in action by City Council 
upon its return to general session 

 
   X. Reconvene 
 
  XI. Possible Action in follow up to Executive Session 
 
XII. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Upon request, the City of Cayce will provide this document in 
whatever form necessary for the physically challenged or impaired. 
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Memorandum
To: Mayor and Council 

From: Michael Conley, City Manager 

Date: February 3, 2026 

Subject: FY 2025-2026 Redistribution of 30% Accommodations Tax (A-Tax) Funding 

Background 

The City of Cayce receives annual Accommodations Tax (A-Tax) revenue, of which 30% must be allocated 
specifically to non-profit organizations for the advertising and promotion of tourism. For the FY 2025-2026 
cycle, three entities applied for these funds: Capital City/Lake Murray Country, Experience Columbia, and the 
Greater Cayce West Columbia Chamber of Commerce (CWC). 

At a prior meeting of City Council, a motion to appropriate the City’s A-Tax 30% Special Fund revenues failed 
on a 2–1 vote, and no appropriation was made. As a result, the funds remained unappropriated. 
Subsequently, City Council directed staff to allow the Greater Cayce West Columbia Chamber of Commerce a 
limited opportunity to submit a complete application and proposed budget for consideration, notwithstanding 
its prior failure to submit a timely application. That opportunity has been provided. Two additional entities 
that previously submitted timely and complete applications remain qualified for Council consideration. 
All applications and supporting materials have been received and reviewed for eligibility and statutory 
compliance and are now before City Council for consideration.  The City currently has approximately $44,000 
available for distribution for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

Discussion 

To ensure a thorough and equitable review, the City requested additional information from the CWC to bring 
their submission in line with the data provided by the other partners.  However, the CWC declined to submit 
the additional information requested to complete its application for Council consideration.  Experience 
Columbia and Capital City/Lake Murray Country both reaffirmed their interest, with the latter providing 
general updates to their original application. Consequently, Experience Columbia and Capital City/Lake Murray 
Country have provided the necessary documentation to proceed.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Council approve the distribution of the available $44,000 between Capital City/Lake 
Murray Country and Experience Columbia. This action ensures the City fulfills its statutory obligation to 
allocate these funds for tourism promotion while maintaining a consistent and equitable administrative 
process. 
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A-Tax Funding Timeline

FY 2020–2021 
During this funding cycle, the 30% designees completed the same application as general 
applicants. The State did not require separate information for the 30% designation other 
than identifying who was awarded. 

The A-Tax Committee met on May 8, 2020. Due to COVID-19 financial uncertainty, the 
committee decided not to award A-Tax funds at that time. 

Despite the pause, applications received included the City of Cayce (ad 
specialties/promotional items); Airport High School (four applications: JV Soccer 
Tournament, Girls Soccer Tournament, Boys Baseball Tournament, Boys Soccer 
Tournament); Brookland-Cayce High School Basketball; Cayce Museum (Christmas 
Traditions and Aide Salary); Cayce Fall Fest and Soiree on State; Cayce Festival of Lights; 
Tartan Day South; Buffalo Soldiers Event; and the Greater Cayce–West Columbia Visitor 
Center. 

FY 2021–2022 
 

General applicants included the City of Cayce (ad specialties, Soiree on State, Festival of 
Lights, and Fall Fest); Airport High School (JV Soccer Tournament and Girls Soccer 
Tournament); Cayce Museum (Colonial Children’s Fair, Christmas Traditions, and Exhibit 
Creation); EdVenture; Tartan Day South; and the Greater Cayce–West Columbia Visitor 
Center. 

The committee met on May 25, 2021. All general applicants were approved except 
EdVenture, which was denied for being outside the City of Cayce limits. 

The State did not require separate applications or reporting for the 30% beyond the names 
of recipients and the amounts awarded. Three entities applied for the 30% designation: 
Lake Murray Country, Experience Columbia, and the Greater Cayce–West Columbia Visitor 
Center. While the committee was not required by the state to vote on the 30% allocation, 
they elected to split the 30% equally. 

Funding summary: total requested was $130,400.00; committee approved $125,500.00; 
total A-Tax available was $131,546.83. 

City Council approved the committee’s recommendations at the September 7, 2021, 
meeting. 



 

FY 2022–2023 
In 2022, City Council was asked by the City Manager to vote separately on the 30% 
designees apart from general applicants. 

The 30% applicants were Experience Columbia, the Greater Cayce–West Columbia 
Chamber, and Lake Murray Country. 

The committee met on September 20, 2022, and voted to allocate the 30% as follows: 25% 
to Lake Murray Country, 20% to Experience Columbia, and 55% to the Greater Cayce–West 
Columbia Chamber. 

General applicants included the City of Cayce (ad specialties); Airport High School (JV 
Soccer Tournament and Girls Soccer Tournament); Cayce Museum (Colonial Children’s 
Fair and Christmas Traditions); and Tartan Day South. 

The total requested and recommended by the committee was $28,250.00 for general 
applicants. 

City Council approved the recommendations on October 4, 2022. 

 

FY 2023–2024 
This was the first year the State required the committee to formally vote and approve the 
30% designees. While the City had already begun this practice, it was now a State 
requirement rather than a staff determination. 

The committee met on June 7, 2023. 

General applicants included the City of Cayce (ad specialties); Cayce Police Department 
(ad specialties); Airport High School (JV and Girls Soccer); Cayce Fall Fest; Cayce 
Pickleball; Cayce Serves; and Tartan Day South. 

The committee recommended approval of all general applicants for a total of $43,550.00. 

The committee recommended the 30% allocation as 35% to Experience Columbia, 35% to 
the Greater Cayce–West Columbia Chamber of Commerce, and 30% to Lake Murray 
Country. 

City Council approved the committee’s recommendations on July 26, 2023. 

 

FY 2024–2025 
Applicants included the City of Cayce (ad specialties); Cayce Woman’s Club; Tartan Day 
South; Cayce Museum (Colonial Fair, Night at the Museum, and Historical Museum); and 
Cayce Fall Fest. 



The committee approved $51,250.00 of the $54,875.00 requested, with the Cayce 
Woman’s Club receiving $1,500.00 of the $11,125.00 requested. 

The committee recommended the 30% allocation as 35% to Experience Columbia 
($13,466.25), 35% to the Greater Cayce–West Columbia Chamber ($13,466.25), and 30% 
to Lake Murray Country ($11,542.50). 

The City received $89,775.00 in total A-Tax funding. 

On June 4, 2024, City Council amended the 30% allocations to $7,682.50 for Experience 
Columbia, $11,542.50 for Lake Murray Country, and $19,250.00 for the Greater Cayce–
West Columbia Chamber and approved all committee recommendations for the general 
applicants. 

 

FY 2025–2026 
General applicants included City Events, Cayce Historical Foundation, Tartan Day South, 
the Woman’s Club of Cayce, and the Cayce Museum (Colonial Village and African 
American Legend events). 

The total general funding requested was $34,350.00, with total estimated A-Tax funding of 
$183,000.00. 

The committee met on May 13, 2025, and recommended approval of the full requested 
amount. 

The committee recommended the 30% allocation as 30% to Capital City/Lake Murray 
Country, 35% to Experience Columbia, and 35% to the Greater Cayce–West Columbia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

City Council voted to table the 30% A-tax appropriation on May 21.  Council then voted on 
June 3 to appropriate these funds to the Greater Cayce West Columbia Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Program.  The vote was 3-1 in favor.  Subsequently, on June 18, two 
members of Council recused themselves from the required “planned expenditure” budget 
vote, and the resulting vote was 2-1 in favor of approving the presented list of expenditures. 
However, Cayce’s Code of Ordinances requires three members of Council for an 
affirmative vote on a substantive matter, even when there are recusals.  Accordingly, that 
vote was not sufficient for an approval.      
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